
 

How is climate change perceived in relation to other socioeconomic and
environmental threats in Nairobi, Kenya?

   
   
   
Abstract:

This article examines the perception of climate change, in relation to 21 other socioeconomic and
environmental problems, on the part of 132 respondents to a survey conducted in the city of Nairobi, Kenya.
Factor analysis, used to condense these interrelated problems into a few dimensions, identified two
overriding threats: the first being to socioeconomic security, and the second to the physical environment.
Threats to socioeconomic security explained 76.6% of the variance in the rating of environmental and
socioeconomic problems facing Nairobi, with very high factor loadings from corruption, unemployment,
crime, street children, garbage, transport, poverty, pollution of Nairobi River, HIV/AIDS and
immorality/promiscuity. Threats to the physical and living environment explained 22.2% of the variance in
the rating of environmental and socioeconomic problems facing Nairobi. We were led to conclude that the
respondents did not perceive climate change as being a significant problem in Nairobi. The global concern
about climate change appeared like a mere drop in the oceanic context pervaded by problems of poverty,
unemployment, crime and corruption, etc. which Nairobi faces, as does Kenya as a whole. Our conclusion is
partially reflected in the priorities of the Kenyan government, which focus on poverty alleviation, the fight
against crime and graft, improved access to education, and on addressing health problems; it also poses a
challenge to the climate change community to find ways to making interventions relevant to local
socioeconomic reality facing a developing country city like Nairobi. There may be a need to reconsider
'whose reality counts' (borrowing from Robert Chambers, Whose reality counts? Putting the first last,
Intermediate Technology Publications, London, p 122, 1997) in addressing climate change: should
protracted Kyoto protocol negotiations be given priority or should a long lasting solution be sought to
socioeconomic problems facing developing world cities such as Nairobi? We recommend that the ongoing
efforts at integrating climate risk management, as components of climate-sensitive sustainable
development, be studied in many settings, with a focus on the developing world which is the most
vulnerable, in order to inform decision-making and development of intervention measures. © 2007 Springer
Science+Business Media B.V.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content
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Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Urban

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Country

Other African Country: Kenya

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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